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* This collection of- abstracts is part of a continuing 

series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations . The 
seven titles' deal with the , following topics: (1) the effects of two 
mathemagenic activities on ninth grade good and poor readers' 
comprehension, retention, and attitudes; (2) the effectiveness of the 
cloze procedure in deveij^oping reading comprehension; J3) the 
existence, persistence, and intensity of approach/avo^idance responses 
to print among bright secondary school learners; (4)' .the relationship 
of age, reading ability,, and text structure on -adolescents ' memory 
for expository prose; (5) the effectiveness of reinspection over 
recall for the' comprehenN^ion of various question types; (6) the 
implementation of a junidr high school sustained silent reading 
program; and (7J. strategib difficulties in summarizing texts J^TFt) 
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THE COMPARATIVE EFFECTS OF TWO MATHEMAGENIC 

activities on ninth-grade good and poor readers* 
Comprehension, retention, and attitudes 

Ord«r No. DA81 24593 
Bato, Gauv W., Pm.D. Tilt Univrsity of Wisconsin - Msdison, 1981. 
374pp. iSupervisor Prof essor Richtrd J. Smith 

, The purpose of fhe present study to compare the effects of 
Svritifig summaries of short stories with the effects of answering 
questions about the stones on ninth-grade good and poor readers* 
cpmpreher^on, retention, and attitudei. . 

Subjects for the stuc^y wQre two hundred and sixty-two ninth 
graders. Based upon their scores on the reading cofhprehension 
subtest of the Stsnlord Disgnosfic Rustling Ust (Kartsen, Madden. I 
Gardner, 1977), the subjects were identified as good readers 9 they 
scored in stanines seven, six, and the upper half of stanine five, ahd 
poor readers is they scored in stanines three>four, and the lower halfo 
offh^e. 

The dependent variables were the subiects' scores on 
comprehension and retention tests and attitude inventories based on 
the twQ experimental stories. 

Subjects were randomly assigned within each of fifteen 
classrooms to one of three treatments: summary writing, questiori* 
answering, o^ rereading (control). 

On day one, subjects received training appropriate to their 
^ trisatment. On day two, subjects read a story, applied the treatment 
(either wrote a summary, wrote answers to questions, or reread the 
story), and completed an attitude inventory and comprehension test 
on the story- On day thiree, day two procedure^ were reputed with a 
second story. One>^k after reading each story, the subjects' ^ 
retention of it wa^ tested. Dunn's planned comparisons procedures 
were used for hypothesis testing. i 

The findings of the study were the following: (t^Rc^ading parts 
or all of a short story improved good and poor readers' immediate " « 
^mprehension mor^ than writing answers to the editor-provided 
Questions on the story did. (2) Gpdd readers' attitudes toward a story 
were more dependent upon the content of t^e story than upon 
apparatus provided by textbook editors or constnicted by the teacher. 
(3) Poor readers' attitudes tpward a story were adversely affected by 
the summary writing task. 



A STUDY OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CLOZE 
PROCEDURE IN DEVELOPING READING COMPREHENSION 
. Order No. DA82 10589 

B»l»Om«.Eo.D. Univ0rsityofHswMii,^9a^. 132pp. 

m/^^! ^""^^ ^ **^«"' cowtn^cL valWate, and 
emptoycloze instructional materials in order to improve the reining' 

S? ^ ™* * »«condary gri^^ 

every five to ten days, during the course of 
,the 1960-1961 school year. Inatnictkm Included having students ' 
complete each 200-500 word passage on worW rnythology, and 
conducting discussions on whether anwers were meaningful, caiis^ 
meaning changes, or were meaningless. The passaoee Increased inT 
difficulty from second through tenth grade level. AnWy tenth wonL 
owetlon patten> was used throughout the passages, and addittonal 

^s additional cueing woukJ be included, and synonym scoring waj 
used dunng the Instructional diacussions. / wv»^ 

•hii^i?.?^l?*i^?'*'^i" ^^"^ secondary Title I 

agents in cloze treatmentgroups had significantly (ii< .01) greater 
iOains m comprehension. «s measured by the Metropolitan 
Achlfvefn^t T^ (MAT), than non-treatment Title I students in the • 
wETr'^^S^^ '^J^^ •tatistlcJlly signS gili 

^^^^^^ 

jvartoce ^ 
oistrfcts. in one district treatment group gain scores %vere not 
n different from tf^ control group scores. 

yxjc . 5 



Multiple regression equatksns and correlation matrices were 
constructed in order to exarriine which aspect of cloze instruction, ^ 
semantic or syntactic development, was responsiblefor producing ^ 
the improvement in MAT reading comprehension gpSn scores. Neither 
semantic nor syntactic growth, si measured by ^^ze pre-posi test 
had clear effects on treatment grbups. 

Thus, significant g ainsin reading comprehension were 
produced in two of three districts in which cloze instructionfl 
. programs were conducted. However, the reason for the positive 
effect of the treatment could not be detemiined in statisticaliy 
significant terms. 



THE EXISTENCE. PERSISTENCE, AND INTENSITY OF 
APPROACH/ AVOIDANCE RESPONSES TO PRINT AMONG 
BRIGHT SECONDARY-SCHOOL LEARNEflS. (VOLUMES I 
AND ii) , Order No. 8200646 

GolomaAn, ficveacY Rocheuc, Eo.D. Indisns Univsrsity, 1981. 366pp. 
Cihairman: Or Edward Robbirts \ 

Ten adolescent students of demonstrated high competency in 
reading were unobtrusively observed during each of three 20-minute 
experimental conditions, affording only diverse printed options in 
Cdndition 1;'printed and non*printed options in Oonc^'tion 2; and 
printed plus non- printed alternatives in the presence of an actively- 
engaged reading model in Condition 3. 

Qualitative and quabtitative data were collected by eich of two 
independent raters, in order to rank tf>e students upon econtinuum 
obiectif ying responses to print in terms of intensity of approach or 
avoidance of printed materials. 

It was hypothesized that each of the three conditioris would be 
equally conducive to the approach or avoidance of print thereby 
lending logical credence x6 the persistence/stability of response 
patterns over time arnl circumstanced. 

Results of the Study did not, ho weyeri confirm the null ^ypothesis 
of equivalent conduciveness of all three conditions. While Conditions 
1 and 2 were determined to be synonymoujs contexts for the approach 
or avoidance of printed materials. Condition 3 was statistically distinct 
from Condition 2. 

A marked degree of persistence of approach responses existed for 
most of the subjects across Conditions 1 and 2. but approach 
responses were significantly diminished in Condition 3, in the 
immediate presence of a reading model. 



THE RELATIONSHIP OF AGE, READING ABILITY, AND TEXT 
STRllCTURE ON ADOLESCENTS* MEMORY FOR 
EXPOSITORY PROSE Order No, DA821 2584 

Matthews, Paula 8., PH.D. UnivrsityofWsshington,^QB2. IITpp 
Chairperson: Professor Patricia A. Nolen 

This r^Msrch studied processing of prose by high school 

^ were m# relationship between reading ability and 

•"^ ^* stnjcture in recall SQd differences 
in recall following the reading of expository passage varying in 
internal stnjcture. The test instruments were a standardized reading 
achievement test and four expository reading passiigis, exemplifying 

J^T^ ^^^^ ^'^^ school students 
were selected for the study according to their performances on the 
Cs ifomis Achi9v%m9nt Tsst. Recordings of their Immediate and 
delayed oral recall of two types of expository passages were scored 
according to Meyer's discourse analysis procedure. Spearman 
correlation coefficients wer« calculated between reading 
achievement scores and central idea scores for each age groups 
according to passage and recall conditions. Students' levels of 
Identification and matching the avthor'a text stmcture in recall were 

«<«t«rmine whether an increase occurred from grades 10 . 
to 12. Rnally, Spearman coefficients between recall and l^s of 
Identification and matching were calculated. 

The analyses of <he data indk:ated a positive correlative 
retetionship between^readlng achievement and matching ar^ author's 
t^xtstructurtln recall, and betvireen^^^ • 
Identification and matching. Contrary to the retiareh hypothetae, tht ^ 



^ Si^S^^S^**^ matchino an author^s text structure in recall and 
JtiS^lfTTL!?* '^■«* tweWh-aradefs than for 
tenm-oradw. for •thw paaaag* typ«. or recall condition. 

moSo?^l!2!^*Si*I.!!l5^^ not fully support Meyefs 

•now 01 me reading comprehension process suggested the 
confounding influences of reading ability and intelligence, as weil as 
the lack of variance in a^e groups studied, and passage specific 
probleme. it was concluded that there is a need for additional study of 
S2U2I?f«XS! "'^ elat«rS In 
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF REINSPECTION OVER RECAU. FOR 
THE COMPREHENSION OF VARIOUS QUESTIQN TYPES 

Order Nb. 0A82O7293 
MooNCV, K^m. Paul, Sr.. Ep.O. Le/i/g/i Univrsity, 1982. 118pp.. 

IHiB^ew demonstrated that test scores for tomprehension are 
lower when studenU must rec^ the text information thto when they 
are permitted ttf ranspect the text The present study was conducted 
jo determine whether the superiority qf the reinspeetiooiiwde holds 
foe all ttwee question types used in informal reading inventories: 
factual, inferential, and vocabul^. 

An informal reading inventory was used to assess the^readirw 
comprehen*on of eighty seventh grade students. Forty students w«re 
randomly selected from the group of high ability readers and fdrty 
stoidents from the group of low ability readers. The examinea 
admhiistered informal reading inventories to the eighty students. 
Their eompreheneion for each question type was assessed underthe 
conditfonsof recall and reinapection. unuw vm 

dWerencea In comprehension scores of high ability 

and low aMity readers under^he conditions of recall and 

. fwnsp6Cu0fi. 

, illlIi?!!*f''<^"*»'^»P^tton result 
comprehension scores than recall. Fbagaidleaa qf reading abaitv all 
subjectoimproved Iheir composite cwSpre^^ 
««« tested undw 

Mverah-grade readers when factual, (nfarantialend vocabulanr 
question are admhielei«.VWth high ability reader* their 
, ^Mmprehension of factual and inferential quesUoneaignillcantV 
"iiproj^y^theywerepemWttedtoreS 

However, ttjeir cornpfilhenaion of vocabulary queatiene did not 

improve ^when they reinepectsd the mater^^ 

benefltted from the reinepecHon o( the passagesfor aR three question 

lypes. 

, The fbidlnjff of this study supported the contention that 
leinspectiofLis a more appropriate method fbr checking 

••bnlnated. to a subatantial . 

lEin • l*™'^*^*''*'*''^* recall was used. 

^^S:!Z!!^yjS!!^'^'^^^ of 

.S'ai'^J'*'''''^'^ to the levels of the comprehension 
of the high ability readers. 



INVITATIONAL LEARNING: A CASE STUDY ON THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUSTAINED SILENT READING - 
(SSR) PROGRAM WITHIN THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
CLASSROOM Order No. 8202736 

Stbhu. CHfBvt Fnench. Eo.D. Th» UnhmS^ofkoehMtr. 1981. 
177pp. • ^ 

Although the "Sustained Silent Reading" (SSRl program ha* been 
toundto improve reading achievement l« scWTwS primSS^ 
deigned to generals better reading habits and aWtudM amone 
•««e«ve^o5ainjrslK!Sfi^ 

bean described by Wilkam Purkey (Univwsity of Nprth Carolina) as 



«o Purkey. many successful 

2rsrrw'K£Sn\^e?jr,ri^r^^^ 

actwely involved in the leading Joc« to become 

, im.Sif!l!f*«"'"?*'"'*'*'y *^ «*en written about the 

concept -lnvitatioi,al Learning^ resporisSfrorhStesa^^ 
have pari-cipated in the SSR eXiencHSl Sil^?sS^^ 
finally, a summary of conclusion»about the orooram as wall m 

»n«y«>e«ar«aed positive atwudes toward the SSR pregran^ 
TMcher res^hses. also contained within the study. wSnsSSwhat 
less positive but nevertheless conflrAied a belief in me^u. oMta 
project It was found that "roadblocks" to inwS«nt^^ 

expres^aa, to rjulize maximum success, such in.aafvi<<« aHi ir^t S/%«r 



AN EXAMINATION OF STRATEGIC DIFFICULTIES IN 
SUMMARIZING TEXTS ^ Ordtr No. 0A8209645 

WiNOGRAO* Pmn Norman, Ph.O. University oi liiinoiM Mt UrbMntt- 
Cftsmps/gn, 19e^ 227pp. . i 

This study axf mined the possibility that some elghth-gradara' 
dIfRculties with summarisation may tm linked to deficits ii« strata^ 
sicilla. Summarization was aaleeted for study t>ecause it Is an 
important task and one that many students finrfdifncult Furthamiore, 
by studyina the strateglea fnvoh^d In aummadzation^ we may learn 
more about comprahanston InQeneral. 
. An examlnatkinwaanmcfa of three strategiaa involved in 
producing summariea: (1) the awpreneea of the taak demanda, 

^^lS^****^**^*^*"^**^^"»P«*rta^ the 
ibillty to trantform the oHglnal passage Into its oiat In acMltfo^^ 

hierarchical nnittlple regreaskm vyaa used to^assaasl the relatlyt 
ii.fluence of stratagy use on perf omiance ffiiaauree Gl aiimmariza^^ 
and comqfrehension. 

Analysaare«ea(adseveralimportantrHulta.Flritn^ 
knew thatthe general pgrposa df e aummary waa to indicate what the 
article waa about, Saeond, good mutmn vvere bettariudgeebf 
importance than were poor r eadera when th^ knportttice waa 
<teffned In adult terma. ThM. although poor 
wnportanca ware^not highly ratttad to thoae of adults, poor readem 
showed consistency In th* kinds of Informatioh they salectad aa ' 
important. Fourth, compared to more fluent raiders, poor resders 
showed little conelsteney batween the InfoMiatlon that they incHided 
m their summariee. Fifth, there were clear devalopmental trends in the 
tranaffonnatkjna uiaU to condansafhe pasaagaa Into summarise. 

The regraaalon analyaea also produtid Important results. First for 
the most pirt dfffarencea in the levfl of taak awareness were not 
related signifkiantly to differancae In producing summarlaa or in 
understanding what waa read; Second, sensitivity to Importanca 
accounted for a significant proportkm of the variance both in the * 

quaHty of thesummadae and ki the meaauraeof comoreh«A«i^n 

or^npnH»nslwdlfBcultiea«reencounterM.teM 
i|jNi^Mr.n-s use of strategies and provW. aSSfaSSSiiftg » 
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